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THE VOICES OF THE AFRO-AMERICAN IN 
LITERATURE: A STUDY ON SLAVERY 
Femmy Dahlan I 
Abstract: Literary work could portray both the life from the real 
world and also functions as a media to voice the injustice experienced 
by certain society. Slavery in America can be seen through three 
literary works written by Afro-American writers. These three writers 
describe how slavery had destroyed the lives of the slaves in the 
Southern part of America. The slaves were treated cruelly by the 
owners which bring bitterness to them. The lives of the slaves at that 
timewasfoll of torture both physically and mentally. 
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INTRODUCTION 
The flfst people of African descent were bought to Jamestown, 
Vrrginia, by.a Dutch man to be sold to the English settlers. Records show 
that they came as indentured servants rather than slaves and they were free to 
buy land after their term of services just like any other white indentured 
servants. Eventually. they were forced into legal slavery in 1661 and another 
law the following year decided the fate of children born in the colony would 
be bound or free according to the status of the mother. 
The effects of both economic and racial attitudes had driven those 
English settlers to practice slavery in the New World though England itself 
had no tradition of slavery. Buying the Negroes for labor force in the 
plantation turned to be more profitable than employing them as indentured 
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from home and family members to suffer greatly. The whites had regarded 
them as someone who can be treated like livestock in the most inhumane 
ways. 
The brutal actions of the whites towards the black left a scar in the 
heart of the black American, a scar that also become the dark history of 
America. Though the Southern states were making profits from the 
plantation through the forced labor of the blacks for hundreds of years, 
nevertheless, their own conduct leads to their own destruction. The 
luxurious living they were fond of ended through the disagreement between 
the southern states and the northern states over slavery. The four years of 
civil war tum the southern white lives upside down just like the shattered 
lives of millions of slaves in their hands. Because ofthe institution of slavery 
both whites and blacks suffered as a consequence. 
It can be deduced that the black American writers use literature as a 
mean to criticize as well as to protest the cruel treatments received from the 
whites during slavery. Through these three works their generation will 
realized the kind oflives their ancestors had lived. As for the whites the three 
works will remind them of their brutality. It can also be concluded that the 
three works serve as a mental evidence of the American history. 
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